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LETTER, ^c. 



My Dear Sir, 

|T a Time that this poor -Na* 
(J tion {Odcc the Envy, but noxrr 
% the Reproach of her Neigh* 
1 hours) is bendiog under the 
heavy Load of Taxes and other Incum- 
brances, it is a melancholy Confederation 
to k&zQl that our Vices increafe in-as. great 
a Proportion as our Publick Debts, and 
both are grown to fuch an enormous 
Height, that, unlefs fome ipccdy Refor- 
mation be wrought amongfl us, we {hall 
have nothing left but the di^adful PrO" 
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fped of being totally undone both here 
and hereafter. 

■ 

To mention the various Follies-, V|ces, 
and Corruptions peculiar to thefe Tj'mes 
would exceed the Length of a Letter ; and 
indeed they are become fo notorious, that 
there Is litde Occafion to enunberate them, 
their unhappy EfFefts being already, but too 
ienfibly felt^ and greatly lamented alfo, by 
every good Man. I (hall therefore fay lit- 
tle more of them; but, on the contrary 
confine the SubjeA of this Epiftle chiefly to, 
one Virtue, which, if it were once become 
fafliionable, could not fail of obtaining the 
moft deiireable £fFed:s ; and would bid fair 
to root out many of thofe baneful Weeds 
that infeft this Land ; the Virtue I mean^ 
is an honeft Frugality. 

I HOPE, my dear Sir, from the Friend- 
ihip that has long fubfifted between us, you 
will pardon me, when I tell you, that this 
is a Virtue whiph, if added to the many o- 
thers you are happily pofTefs'd of, could 
not fail of preferving you from many In- 
conveniencies, and of fccuring to you, 
that amiable Character to which you are 
already fo juftly intitled. 

You fhifted this Subjeft when I was 

iafl: with you, and therefore I ihall now 
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take the Liberty of laying before you a 
State of your own Affairs, that you may 
judge for yourfelf, whether you have not 
hitherto afted wrong. You have fpent 
the Legacy your Uncle left you of 2000/. 
and all your Eftate confifts in Land, which 
I find by the Rental your Father gave me 
a little before his Death (and I know it 
has had no Alteration fince your Time) 
is 900/. a Year; and this was a confi- 
derable Thing fixty-five Years ago, when 
your Grandfather died, as there were then 
but very few Taxes and Duties for the 
Subjects to pay; and therefore he could 
jive with great Hofpitality, as the Gen* 
tlemen of England generally did in thofb 
profperous Times. But alas! Sir, thoie 
halcyon Days are miferably changed, and 
your Father, even in his Time, felt the 
Difference by living in the fame Manner 
as his Father had done before him, and^ 
by that Means, left a Mortgage upon his 
Eftate of 2000/. which is ftill unpaid. 

Now, Sir, though you are told by 
your Neighboiirs that you have a good 
Eflate, and are often reminded by fonie 
of them, what a plentiful Table your 
Anceftors kept, in order to induce you to 
do the likes yet you muil not imagine 

that 
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that yoa can do as they did^ unlefs ydd 
are determined to be fooQ undone ; and 
your Eftate will then^ probably, fall to 
the Share of fomp rapacious Stock- Jobber^ 
who gets his Money by preying upon 
the very Vitals of the Nation, without 
rendering even the fmalleft Degree of Ser- 
vice in Return. 

Consider, Sir, the Difference between 
former Times and thele 4 the Nation now 
owes a Debt of Eighty Millions, all con* 
traded fince the Revolution ; you mufl pay 
your Part of the Intereft of this Debt. 

In your Grandfather's Time the annual 
Income of the Eftate you now have, pro-« 
duced in C^(h to hint) 870/. after all De* 
duduons for Taxes and Duties ; but you 
now pay out of the fame Eftate by the 
vaft Increafe of Taxes and Duties at leaft 
450/. a Year: So that one Half of the 
jbcome of your Eftate is gone from you, 
and you alfo pay 90/. per annum ^ for In- 
tereft of the 2000/. due on the Mort- 
gage. 

You fee, th»efore, that you cannot 
live half fo well as your Grandfather did^ 
and yet you conftantly treat your Friends 
with a Variety of cxpenfive . Diflhes, as 
well as of Wines: You come to London 

once 
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once a Year, and, doubtleft, partake of 

the I^'oUies and 'Luxuries of this debauched 
Town, and there arc Enemies of yours 
and mine in High Places, who are glad to 
fee you, and othfer Country- Gentleng^nh, 
a£t in this Manner. I do a'flure you they 
rejoice to fee the Old Englifh Spirit ener* 
vated, and the good Old Families ' reduced 
to a State of Dependance; for, it i» by 
the& Means^ that they are tempted to fall 
into Venality and every Degree of Cor- 
ruption. 

Consider, therefore, dear Sir, how great 
a Virtue it is to be Frugal, how abfobtely 
necefiary it is for an honeft Man to be fo, 
and how unhappy the Confequences mofl: 
be, if you (hould not be fo. 

Let me, therefore, advife you to re- 
coiled yourielf, and to employ thofe great 
Talents you are Mafter of, in the Service 
of your Country, and in the Pra<Sice of 
an txzGt Oeconomy in your own Con- 
cerns ; to which End I would advi£^ you 
to get out of Debt immediately, by felliog 
loo/. per annum of your Eftate ; this at 
Twenty«-fix Years Purcbafe (which naay be 
got for it) will be 2600 /. 

You now pay Four and Half per Gent. 
for this sqoq/. which is 90/. a Year; 

you 
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you owe one Year's Intcrcft, and about i oo/. 
befideS) and that is your whole Debt ; fo 
by this Sale you will be a free Man, and 
have in your Pocket above 400/. befides 
your Eftate. 

This Money I would advife you to 
lend to your Neighbour Mr. W , who 
16 an honeft, induftrious, and wealthy 
Man, which will. increafe his Trade; and 
he will give you 4 per Cent, for it, and let 
you have your Principal, whenever you 
have a real Occafion for it ; this will 
be ferviceable to yourfelf and him too : 
Whereas, if you put your Money into the 
Funds, you do your Part towards flopping 
the Channels of Commerce, which are 
almoft ftagnated already, by Means of 
thofe pernicious Stocks and Stock-jobbers. 

Your Uncle had 12,000/. in Souths 
Sea Annuities, and when we lately dif- 
courfed together on the Subje<5t of the 
Funds, and how neceffary it was for eve- 
ry honeft Man to do what he could for 
the Service of his Country, he was fo 
thoroughly convinced that he could em* 
ploy his Money to a worthier Purpofe, 
that he immediately fold oiK his Stocks, and 
lent Part of it to a Merchant here of great 
Reputation at 4 per Cent, and the reft he 

fubfcribe4 
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fubfcriBed to the Encouragement of the 
Britijh Herring-Fiftiery, which has moft 
fliamefiiUy been negledted, or rather dif- 
couraged, for a great Number of Years ( 
but is now reviving with a Spirit becoming 
EngUjSmen^ and is, indeed, a great and 
interefting Objed, demanding the Atten* 
tion of every Man of Senfe and Inte- 
grity. 

If wc fufFer this Undertaking to drop 

again through any Negledl, or through 
any worfe Caufe, we (hall deferve all the 
Miferies that can befall us. It is our Na- 
tural Right, exclufive of all other Nations ; 
and God, and Nature, and the Diftrefles 
of our bleeding Country, loudly call upoa 
us diligently to preferve it intirely to our- * 
felves, as it will employ a Multitude of 
poor People, increafe the. Number of our 
Seamen, encourage our Navigation, pro- 
duce immenfe Riches, and regain our Re- 
putation abroad and at home. 

We have beenDupes too long already, God 
knows, to the Dutcb^ and to many other 
States, and have been fadly requited ; but 
our minifterial Quacks can furely now no 
longer impofe upon us with the ftale de-- 
lufive Phantom of the Balance of Power 
upon the Q)ntinent, nor the Neceflity of 

B fupporting 
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fupporting ihc Dutch in all Evertts, by 
comparing them and us to two Neighbours 
with' their Houfe on Fire, and that con* 
fequently we muft, in all Events, ailifl: them 
to fave ourfelves ; but this Comparifon is 
very wrong and far fetched. For in the 
firft Place^ our Houfe is not by that Means 
in Danger ; we have a ftrong Partition- 
Wall to fecure us, and we may keep that 
up at a much lefs Expence than we have 
too often been at in affixing them. 

It is certain their Houfe n>ay be in a 
Flame, and we in no Danger, as the Duke 
of tork formerly convinced them to their 
Shame, and our Glory. 

But to return to the firft Purpofc of 
my Letter, which was to recommend to 
you the Neccffity of Frugality. 

Mir Grandfather often told me a parti* 
cular Anecdote of his Life, upon this 
Subject, that had a moft excellent BfiTed ; 
It was this : 

In the Beginning of the Year 1658, 
while. King G&^r/f J 11. (then ftiled by the 
Rebels the young Pretender) was by the 
Murderers of his Royal Father kept out 
of his Dominions, he ient a MefTenger to 
my Grandfather to borrow of him 500 /. 
which, he faid, would be of great Ufc to 

him. 
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him, and was immediately wanted ; my 
Grand- father, who was then a young Man, 
and had a well-conditioned Eftate of 1 1 06 A 
a Year, was unprepared with. any residf 
Money ; which almofl: overcame hini with 
Sorrow and Shame^ becaufe he could not 
immediately comply with this Requeft, 
and' which he knew was occafioned by his 
having improvidently fpent great Part of 
his yearly Income in fuperduous Things, 
and, among the refl, in frequent Clubs 
with other honeft Cavaliers in drinking the 
King's Health, but doing him no real Sen* 
vice. Hp therefore refolved, that, for the 
future, he would be frugal of his Money 
for better Purpofes, and was convinced, 
that frequent Caroufals, while his King 
and Country were both in Diftrefs, did 
not confift with good Senie, or Decency ; 
and therefore, like an honefl Btiton^ he 
got free, from ms^y fuperfluous Expences, 
and foon fent his Majefty double the Sum 
he had defired; and fold 3000/. Worth 
of his Lands, that h^ might always have 
by* him fome ready Money to ferve his 
King and Country up6n any future Emei"-* 
gency ; and he was befides determined to 
forego sr thopfand expenfive Recreations, 
which never brought any folidjoy; and 

B 2 therefore 
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therefore he forfo6k them all except Hunt- 
ing, which he was fond of, and the more 
fo, as it adminiftercd to his Health, The 
reft of his Time, and what Money he' 
could conveniently part with, was em- 
ployed in doing good Offices to thbfe who 
had fuflfered in the Royal Caufe, and par- 
ticularly to the poor Epifcopal Clergy, 
who were driven from their Livings for 
refufing the unrighteous Covenant to the 
Ufurper, He alfo gave Money to fomc 
of the honeft Soldiery, to be /nindful of 
their King, when Time (hould ferve; and 
he often aflured me, that, by this Altera- 
tion of his Meafures, he enjoyed a thou- 
fand times more real Satisfaction than he 
had ever done before^ was more highly 
valued and efteemed by his Friends, and 
his Example was followed by many other 
Cavaliers of thofe Times 5 which, though 
not the Caufe of the Reftoration, yet occa- 
fioned a better Difpofition in the People to 
receive their King, and might probably be 
one of thofe Means that drew down that 
Bleffing of Heaven upon this Land. 

But I muft now conclude this Part of 
my Letter, after telling you, thatj when 
Peace and Plenty were reftoredi he conti- 
nued his Frugality, and ye^ his Manner of 

. • living 
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living was open and generous^ and at his 
Death he left a Thoufand Pound to each of 
^ his younger Children, who were eight in 

Number. 

You and I, Sir, have the Misfortune 
to live in an Age and Country where e- 
very Virtue is difcountenanced, and every 
fort of Luxury, Corruption, and Extra- 
H vagance is praftifed, and thofc Things 

are encouraged by Numbers of Pla^jnen 
and Penfioners ; and, though Country Gen- 
tlemen pay largely towards thefe Things, 
yet they are fo weak as to fall in with, 
them into all thofe Enormities, and fribble. 
away their Time and Money in Mafque- 
rades. Drinking, Drelflihg, Gaming, and 
\ fuch like expenfive and corrupt Diveriions, 

till by being habituated to thofe Vices, and at 
the fame Time ruining their Fortunes, they 
are defpifed by both Parties, and at laft be- 
come the mercenary dependent Tools of 
a profperous, tho* detefted Fadion. 

It is therefore high Time for us t<x 
think and aft as becomes Men of Senfe^ 
and true Lovers of our Country, and to 
repent of our paft Follies, as we are doubt- 
lefs accountable to God and our Country 
for every wilful Negledt of our Duty to 
cither j and, as it is a, Shame to live without 

doing 
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doing (bme Sefvice to the Comtnonwealth, 
k is ftiH a greater to do Hurt to it^ by our 
iKing bad Examptes in it. 

I WOULD not beunderftood to mean^ 
ihat yon fhould^ live a Recltife, or defert 
your c\d Friends ; this is no Part of your 
Duty, or n>y Dcfire, but, on the con- 
ttary, I would advifc you to be with them 
on dll feafonable Oceafions, to be always 
CDtirtMMis^ and obliging to them, and by all 
kttdiablb Means keep «rp their Spirits and 
your own, and you'll find that your Ex- 
ttB^e WiU do great Services to them and 
niany others. 

I iPAv* already WtDte ybu a long Lct- 
lbr,^btft feave not yet given an Anfwer to 
ji0Or kA obliging one that came with the 
fkrtridges, which were very good, 

I pBRCfiiVEf ydu are reading^ the Erig-^ 
l^ Hiftory by the QueiHons ybu aik -, and 
1 vA&i I was abk to anfwer all of theiiY 
to your SatisfiK^on. Your fiffi Qjueftibn 
ky Whether the Oath or Covejiaiit that 
wss^ tak^ to OKtrer Crpmwelt waif binding 
ifpon^ fttch as folemnly^ tbok iiT I anfwer, 
Noi. And. the great br; jS^^/i«rf^;y&i7, and. 
dl^Caibiftsf, anfd cdnfiderable Divines, are 
00 my OfAttiDii^, that nothing, c^nr bind' 
CO: Iniqiiiiy, and thettfbtb the' gftat Sin' 

was 



was in t^Jf^iog (wk O^th^i and not i» br^^ 
vig them* As for Ifiilaace, if tbro' Hope 
of Rewaid, or Fe«r of Puni0ioicnt^ I 
fliould fw^air to be updiitifql to my Father^ 
or to ^kc; aiway bis Life, my Crime wooUl 
b$ the taking tbi;^ Oatb» but would be dou^^^ 
biy incFe^ed, if I kept It % aad tbec^owt 
the taking fucb Q^thsi^ and not the breaks- 
ing them^ is to be repented of. 

YoyR next Qiteilion i^. How a SobjeA 
is tQ behave, where the lawful fupreme 
Magiftrate,, or any gre»t Qffioer, by hia 
Authority, direds you, a$ a fubordinatm 
Officer, to do a Thing againft the Laws 
ajp4 Liberties of your Fellow^^t^e^? I 
anfwer, yoju ^e not tQ do what is £>coin>* 
mande4 hfjX rather to lofe your Qfiwe^ 
nay, even youi: Life, tba^ to b« an b^ 
i^rupieQt in violating the Laws or Liber^ 
tics, ojf your FeUQWrSubjcflis ; for j as Ca/ar 
bj|$ his Rijg^hts audi Prerogatives whicl^ t^ 
People nwft not feek to vblate, fo tfafr 
Siibjediis aKo have thek Rights and Propei^ 
ti.es, w.luch tbp Sovereigp; mv^dt not m^ 
vadcj aod« if he gives a Cosimiffion tcr 
any of his Officers to do any Ad: againft: 
th« Laws and Statutes of this Realm, that 
Commiffion is voids and thofe who 
B& under it, are puniihable for their 0>n^ 

dua. 
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du£t, bccaufe every Man fe prefumed ^ 
know the Laws of his Country • fb that 
a Man may be a true Martyr for his Coun- 
try, in prefetring the Rights of the People 
to his own Life, as well as for his King, ia 
vindicating his Rights againft the Violence 
of Rebels or Ufurpers. The Whole of 
the Matter therefore, is this. We muft 
be true to the Conftitution, and whenever 
it is broken or infringed by Violence or 
Craft, by Corruption or Treachery, it is 
the Duty of every honeft Man by all legal 
Methods to exert his utmoft Efforts to re- 
flore it to its true and proper State. 

Your next Queftion is. Whether, in 
any of my Difcourfes concerning the 
Revolution, I did not once declare, 
that the Pretender was a fuppofititious ' 
Child and an Impoflor, or at leafl that 
he was not the lawful Son of King James ? 
Now, in Anfwer to this, I can aflure 
you upon my Honour, that whatever Opini- 
on I may have entertained of the Revolu- 
tion^ I never faid any fuch Thing, nor ever 
once thought fo. I am not fo bi^otted as to 
offer any Thing againft Truth or Probabili- 
ty, and I have no Reafon to doubt the E- 
vidence recorded in the Court of Chancery 
of his Birth i and efpecially as he was own- ' 

id 
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ed by the King and Queen as their lawful 
Child ; and King James^ with all his 
Faults, had a tender Love for his two 
Daughters, and was never taxed with a 
Want of natural AfFedion to either Qf them : 
And befides you know, that that Egregious 
, Rogue Fuller, when he pretended that 
he would prove the Illegitimacy^ did, inflead 
of it, prove himfelf an incorrigible Villain, 
arid was voted to be fuch by the.Houfe of 
Commons,and ordered to ftand in the Pillory 
for his fraudulent Attempt and Impofition. 

Thus was the Caitiff cursed with Milo* j End^ 
Wed^d in that Timber which heftrove to rend. 

Consider^ my dear Sir, the ftrangc 
Prejudices and Partialities to which Man- 
kind is liable. The Generality of Men in- 
deed run with the Herd, without any Re- 
flexions at all ; others are biafs'd by their 
Education, and others have little Under- 
flanding, and weak Judgments ; fo that 
you muft never (hew any Rancour or Ill- 
will to any of them, but bear with their 
Infirmities, and feek to gain them to their 
Duty by your ovra good Example, and an 
univerfal Benevolence and Good-naturd, 
and then^ let the Confequence be as it may^ 
you will be iafe and happy. 

C Toux 
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i ^^l" or a Tot'y^ and what rny tO^iinibQ 
Is of each Patty'? 

I 00 aiTiire yoii^, my ^tUc Sit, t am' of 
fieither of ihofe FWt^, Ittd I hdt»ey/as 
ifott are m a private >Slitidti; «s ^if t^ I 
lah, that yed iri liOt difyigyifi^d l^ |i(8er 
of thdfc Chiftaaerti i "i • -i 

As toby OpinidA dt thfeiiH It .filhilfifes 
but Ikflle^' but, us f<S&igkh, I 1M«l{li nHbt 

vt^ik^iiai ■••;..■■•■.■ .■ 1- .• . !.-:.> 

. ttt.£ Kf%>]^j, ftt^ Yua)piOto««^atidi« ks 
I have been able to make, are a bufy infi> 
diotis S(it of Men, wi?^ iti ;. ihifuftViojls e- 
hough in thinking atid contriving now to 
c^rry any of their Sc;hemp$ into.^xec^ion, 
and wiil^ not haggle 'at tbf l4l^ ns of.oaiii-o 
,pafiing their :£nds 4 ibc they are apt to qE^!Bf« 
fure Rjght and WroBf oji|y%,E^|its. . -^ 

TuK 9«rzfj are a ^opd-natufed Sorfof 
People, who do neither Good nor ■ Harni, 
.^nd dqn*)t uopbletbemfelvcs with thinking 
at all, or contriving apy Schemes to qp^n^ 
j)afe whi^t.th?y wifh foc^^ #X jo^c, fh^if 
Bottle aqd jtheir Friend ^q4 ^f ^^^ P^- 
dence were equal ;to their. gof)dln|ention^ ,8<fl 
f? >^e r^gvejy «?4 Honcj^/ Sl(iiei|r flps^rtfi, 
they.\«!<yild (090 l^?coiJ?ft.dp^yejdh;^ 
l>y all Men of .YirtHc f^ ,^«|^/v* ^f^r 
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Ttffe tf%igs are like bold fithpirics ahd 
Quaok-Dcy^ora, they always promife to do 
Wonderful Cures to the Body politic, butj 
when emplc^ed, have ever failed in their 
Performance; and^ if by Chance they n* 
tnove one Evil, you generally find that 
they introduce a Number of greater : They 
an of a four Difpofition^ fa^ious oat of 
Psifrer^ and over-^bearing, opprefiive, and 
bloody in it ; and, in general, are Infidels 
er Deills, free from all the Reftraints of the 
Cbriftian Religion, but pretend much to a 
moral Religion of their awn framings where* 
ki neither Faith, Hope, nor Charity have 
any Place. But akho- this is my Opinioa 
pf the greater part of the ff^bigs^ there are 
amoi^ them thofe whom I have all ima- 
ginable reafoA to tbink are true Lovers o£ 
their Country, and ht whx>fn . I have at 
great Honour and £fteem $ and I impute 
their political Errors rather to involuntary 
Miftakes than to any bad Defigns. 

It is rather to be lamented than won-* 
der'd at^ that they ate mifled in their Noti- 
ons, when it is confidered what number 
q£ Books have been publKhed by Men of 
great Parts and Learning ; fome of whom 
have wrote for Popularity, and fome for 
Pay, and who appeal rather to the Pafliona 
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